CHAPTER   I

HISTORICAL INQUIRY INTO THE ORIGINS OF THE MEMOIRS
AND INTO THE AUTHORITY OF THE CLAIMS MADE
FOR THIS WORK

ALTHOUG-H the campaign of the nineteenth-century
editors against the verdict passed upon J. J. Eousseau
by his contemporaries commenced with the publication
of Grimm's Literary Correspondence, there are several
reasons why our own inquiry should begin with an
examination into the origins and history of Madame
d'Epinay's Memoirs.

Here is the first reason: The action of the editor of
Correspondence Litteraire as Rousseau's secret calum-
niator and persecutor, is most sensationally evident
during the period of five years, 1762 to 1767; when the
author of Emile, actively and openly persecuted by the
French and Swiss Governments, was secretly pursued
step by step along the path of his misfortunes by the
calumnies circulated by Grimm, amongst Sovereigns,
influential statesmen, and men of leading in the different
courts of Europe; in such a way as to rob the exiled
fugitive author of sympathy and protection.

But before this epoch of persecutions, we have the
still more important epoch of six years, from 1756 to
1762, spent by Rousseau at Montmorency, when all his
greatest books were produced. What was his true
behaviour, what was his moral and mental state, in the
years when he produced the Lettre & d'Alembert, the
NouwlU H&lolse, the Contrat Social, and Emile?
Upon our correct knowledge here depends our accept-
ance, or rejection, of the theory that an impostor led a
return to nature; that an impure man purified morals
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